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February 4, 2002

Chairman Michael Powell,
Fedenil Coniruunications Cominission
445 Ii'" St SW ' '
Washlngt\lO, DC 205.54
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Dear,Chainnau Powell:

I.a~conta~tingyciu' conce~g au issue that' our aSsociation inmonit\l~ing:the merger,of"
EchoStar and DirecTV. " , ". " ' , .

E"ery!hing 1have ,seen concemirig ihi~ merg~iwould be beneficial not only to our
, . members, but also to consuniers., , ., " ' , ,

With this merger, retailers woUld be. able to offer a better'package of services fo~ satellite
dish cuStomers, More local channels. More programII).ing choice. Access to broadband
Internet access anywhere in mral Norlh Dakota.

Our ~tailers strive to offer' the b,estpossible products at the best -price, With this merger,
the EchoStar,package of servic,es 'will be far more appel\ling ,to' consluners ,because of the'
local programming, lIDTVavailability, additional pay-per-view channels,etc~ ,

I am sure y~u ~e receiving a n~be; of conta~ts rel~tiv.;-to this issue. 'piease consider'
giving it favorable approvaL: We apprecIate the opportunity to present our opirlion: '

Sincerel)',
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.....: , Russell,L. Hanson .
PreSident

'.,1' .

"

"
' .. '.

;,

.. ,' ..

, .'

'. :

'. '

'., .'

.'" -.


